Mating management.
The mating management of pigs is conducted under a wide spectrum of management techniques because females are variously hand-mated, pen-mated, or artificially inseminated. Factors that may affect the onset of estrus when hand-mating are boar exposure, method of housing females after weaning, season, type of facilities, and parity. The expression of sexual behavior in both male and female pigs can be influenced by a variety of physiologic, psychological, and environmental factors. To optimize the efficiency of estrous detection, females should not receive boar stimuli just prior to estrous detection when either hand-mated or artificially inseminated. When females are pen-mated, management procedures need to be employed to prevent an excessive number of estrous females from accumulating, which leads to a decrease in boar fertility.